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IIT Bombay launches its own Moocs 

The institute has added significant functionality to Open edX platform to create and offer MOOCs from 

IITBombayX 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/iit-bombay-launches-its-own-moocs-115012201108_1.html 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (IIT Bombay) will launch IITBombayX, the eXtended online educational 

services from the institute for the benefit of Indian learners, and training workshops for teachers. 

 

IIT Bombay has added significant functionality to the Open edX platform to create and offer MOOCs (Massive Open 

Online Courses) from IITBombayX. 

 

This includes modifications to make it suitable for blended MOOCs and Indian language interfaces. This would be 

extended in future to also cover the special needs of school education and vocational training. 

 

IITBombayX will also simultaneously offer training workshops for teachers on 'effective teaching and mentoring students 

in online courses', for each of these three subjects, under T10KT (Train 10,000 Teachers) Project. 

 

College teachers will now be trained on how to effectively enhance the learning of students, by mentoring the students 

of online courses. They will be trained to do this through discussion forums, as also through face-to-face interaction with 

students of their colleges who register for MOOCs. Faculty from IIT Bombay will be arranging live interactive sessions 

every fortnight, for such students and teachers. 

 

Students will get an honour certificate of achievement certifying successful completion of the course after they have 

qualified in the tests. 

 

Speaking on the benefits for these courses for Indian students, Prof. Phatak remarked, "students normally learn similar 

subjects and topics as part of their degree course. Our online courses will give them an exposure to the teaching and 

learning style of the IIT system, with its emphasis on solving hard problems, interactive discussions, explanation of 

difficult concepts, and continuous assessment with feedback. We believe that this will help them to further extend their 

knowledge of the subjects, and their skills in solving associated practical problems". 

 

The courses will be launched in both English & Hindi on Republic Day and will be gradually made available in other Indian 

languages as well. The courses are likely to commence in first week of March 2015. Registrations start in February 2015. 

IIT Bombay unveils ‘world’s cheapest’ netbook  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iit-bombay-unveils-worlds-cheapest-
netbook/articleshow/45985469.cms 

NEW DELHI: IIT Bombay has developed a 10-inch netbook, which it claims could be the world's cheapest, at around Rs 
6,000. The netbook, conceived during the institute's work with the low-cost Akash tablet, will be unveiled in the second 
week of February. "We wanted a device that would make it easy for people to 'create' information. 
 
The netbook was born out of this desire," says professor Kannan Moudgalya at IIT Bombay. He explains that while a 
tablet is useful to retrieve information, a netbook can create it, through processes such as programming and data entry.  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/iit-bombay-launches-its-own-moocs-115012201108_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iit+Bombay
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Edx
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Moocs
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iitbombayx
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iit-bombay-unveils-worlds-cheapest-netbook/articleshow/45985469.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iit-bombay-unveils-worlds-cheapest-netbook/articleshow/45985469.cms
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The IIT Bombay team has worked on designing the netbook's specifications besides creating the OS image and the 
accompanying software bundle.  
 
"One of the mandates of the lowcost tablet project was to continue to do research and development on affordable 
access-cum-computing devices," says Moudgalya.  

The project's objective was to understand its shortcomings and address them in the next product. In a bid to address the 
needs of students and to drive information creation, the team at IIT Bombay thought it was important to have a fully 
functional keyboard as opposed to a virtual keyboard, more battery time, a larger screen size (10 inches as compared to 
a 7-inch screen on a tablet), greater memory, more storage, a normal USB slot (not a micro USB), while not letting go of 
the price focus The netbook also needed to be light-weight for students to carry comfortably.  

"We put in a lot of effort to arrive at specifications for the hardware — trying out various machines available in the 
market, working with different design specifications, and then looking for manufacturers through a tender process," says 
Moudgalya.  
 
IIT Bombay has tied up with Delhi-based company Basic Computers, which has delivered 1,000 netbooks for the pilot 
phase.  
 
Under the pilot, IIT Bombay plans to lend these netbooks to all first year B Tech students at the institute who have to 
undergo an introductory programming course, CS 101.  
 
Out of nearly 450 students who are taking this course in the current semester, close to 100 do not have their own 
laptops.  
 
The HRD ministry's Akash project, undertaken during the UPA regime, was marred by launch delays and quality issues. 
"With the new government focusing on virtual classrooms, low-cost computing devices are the need of the hour, but 
there has to be a focus on quality. Also, the pricing shouldn't hamper functionality," says Rohin Kapoor, senior manager 
education practice at Deloitte.  
 
Moudgalya says the Akash project has been completed successfully at IIT Bombay's end. One of the objectives of this 
project, he says, was to explore the viability of such a low-cost tablet. The second objective was to bring down the prices 
of such devices in the market. "We have achieved both these objectives and it is now with the Directorate General of 
Supplies and Disposals for final procurement," he adds.  

HRD ministry to submit reports on vacant IIT seats before Feb 4 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/hrd-ministry-to-submit-reports-on-vacant-iit-seats/1/414793.html 

According to the reports, yesterday Delhi High Court had asked HRD ministry to submit a report for the vacant 

IIT seats. A division bench of HC, headed by Chief Justice G Rohini, directed the HRD ministry to submit a 

report in the light of its directions on the vacant seats in IITs, last August. The ministry will have to file the 

status report before February 04, which is a next date of hearing.  

Rajeev Kumar, a teacher at IIT Kharagpur, had filed an interim application in a pending PIL at Delhi High 

Court through lawyer Prashant Bhushan that every year, hundreds of seats at IITs remain vacant - especially in 

courses that are not popular. Last year, 300 IIT seats and 600 NIT seats had remained vacant. The plea also 

alleged that IITs were averse to the idea of creating a common database for students who clear the Joint 

Entrance Examination (JEE) for entry to IITs and NITs. 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/hrd-ministry-to-submit-reports-on-vacant-iit-seats/1/414793.html
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Last year, the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC) had prepared the software for common 

counselling but the IITs backed out at the last moment on the grounds that no trial runs have been conducted for 

it. This year again, IITs refused at the last moment despite government pressure. 

The Delhi HC bench of Chief Justice G. Rohini and Justice Rajiv Sahai also asked the IITs and MHRD whether 

the reserved category seats at IITs that remain vacant could be transferred to the General Category. 

The petitioner Rajeev Kumar, was given the freedom to make his suggestions to the HRD ministry. The 

government was asked to come to a decision prior to November 30, last year. The HRD ministry was also being 

enquired whether any provision exists for lateral entry into the IITs in the second year. 
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